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December 4, 2007

Board of Supervisors
800 S. Victoria Bivd.
Ventura, CA 93009

SUBJECT: Limited waiver of Resource Management Agency Planning and Building & Safety
permit fees related to the residential installation of solar energy systems. (The two fee
schedules amended by the attached resolution are on file with the Clerk of the Board)

Dear Board Members;

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. FIND that there is good cause and a public purpose will be served with an overall benefit
to the community to waive certain Planning and Building & Safety permit fees for the
installation of solar energy systems on existing residences.

2. ADOPT the attached resolution waiving certain Planning and Building & Safety permit
fees for the installation of solar energy systems on existing residences.

3. DIRECT the County Executive Office to annually review for significant loss of revenue
from this limited waiver of the Resource Management Agency’s permit fees for the
installation of solar energy systems on existing residences.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Mandatory: No

Source of Funding: Resource Management Agency
Funding Match Required: None

Impact on Other Departments: N/A

Summary of Revenues and Costs: Current FY 2007-08 Following FY 2008-09
Revenue: $0 $0
Costs:

Direct $4,000 $6,000

Indirect-Dept $0 $0

Indirect-County CAP $0 $0

Net Costs $4,000 $6,000

Recovered Indirect Costs $0 $0

@ Recycled Paper
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DISCUSSION:

Ventura County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution of fee schedules for permits issued
by the Building & Safety Division and Planning Division of the Resource Management Agency
(RMA) on June 12, 2007. | am asking the Board to waive certain Planning and Building & Safety
permit fees for the installation of solar energy systems' on existing residences by adopting a
resolution amending the established permit fee schedules for that purpose. If the Resolution is
approved by our Board, it will become effective on this date, December 4, 2007. The waiver of

fees will encourage the installation of energy saving systems, which, in turn, will result in energy
conservation.

The requested fee waiver for solar system projects would apply to both the Planning and
Building & Safety Divisions within RMA. The Planning Division currently issues Zone
Clearances and estimates that approximately 15 Solar System Zone Clearances are
administered annually with fees covering a cost of between $1,700 and $2,100. The Building &
Safety Division issues an estimated 30 permits annually with fees of $3,900. By the terms of the
proposed Resolution, the requested limited fee waiver would not apply to the
fees associated with plan check review and associated building permits for facilities requiring
such review. The anticipated total loss of revenue to RMA due to this proposed fee waiver is
$4,000 for the remainder of FY 2007-08 and $6,000 for FY 2008-09. Providing incentives for our
residents to use renewable energy is a prudent investment and should initially be absorbed
within the RMA’s Budget and reviewed annually by the CEO’s office for significant loss of
revenue.

The County of Ventura has proactively made strides in providing leadership to our community in
sustainable energy initiatives. Renewable energy installations strengthen our local economy
encouraging job creation and keep money invested in our community. The approval of the fee
waiver today by the Board will be another step forward in conservation leadership and should
encourage homeowners to take advantage of alternative and renewable energy incentives that
are currently available through sources such as Southern California Edison and others that are
listed by Energy Star (Energystar.gov)—a joint program of the Environmental Protection Agency
and the U.S. Department of Energy. The attached brochure from Southern California Edison
highlights The Energy Policy Act of 2005 that established tax credits that are available for
homeowners for installation of qualified solar energy systems.

The use of renewable energy is vital in creating a sustainable future. The proposed fee waiver
incentive will help residents in this County understand that it is possible to take big steps in
reducing energy consumption and minimize the impact on future generations.

Join me to support and make it possible for people to use renewable energy resources. | urge
your support to authorize the wavier of the permit fees.

Sincerely,

Kathy Long
Supervisor

! Solar Energy Systems includes Solar Water Heating and Photovoltaic Systems
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ATTACHMENT I: Resolution to waive Planning and Building & Safety permit fees for existing
residential installation of solar energy systems. Two schedules amended by the Resolution and
the amended schedules in legislative format are on file with the Clerk of the Board.

ATTACHMENT II: Southern California Edison, Federal Income Tax Energy Credits Brochure.


































































