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A. INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

A.1 PROJECT TITLE 

California River Parkways Trailhead Project 

A.2 LEAD AGENCY NAME AND ADDRESS 

Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009-1610 

A.3 INITIAL STUDY CONTACT PERSON  

Pam Lindsey  
Watershed Ecologist 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009-1610 
Phone: (805) 654-2036 
Fax: (805) 654-3350 
Email: Pam.Lindsey@ventura.org 

A.4 PROJECT LOCATION AND ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER(S) 

At a regional scale, the California River Parkways Trailhead Project (herein referenced as the 
“proposed project” or “project”) is located in the Ventura River watershed, within the Ojai Valley of 
unincorporated Ventura County, California.  The Ojai Valley is approximately 12 miles north (inland) 
of the City of Ventura, and is accessed via State Routes 33 and 150. Locally, the proposed project site 
is situated west of the intersection of Old Baldwin Road and Baldwin Road (State Route 150), with part 
of the project located on Ventura County lands (APN 032-0-070-070), and part located on private lands 
owned and managed by the Ojai Valley Lands Conservancy (APN 011-0-070-060). 

The proposed project area is accessible via State Route 150, which connects to State Route 33 
approximately one mile to the east. Per the California Scenic Highway Mapping System, State Route 33 
is an Officially Designated State Scenic Highway from approximately 6.5 miles north of State Route 
150 and the proposed project site, continuing northwest to the Santa Barbara County line (Caltrans, 
2009). In the immediate vicinity of the proposed project site (including the new parking area and 
improved trails), State Route 33 and State Route 150 are Eligible State Scenic Highways, but not 
officially designated (Caltrans, 2009). Ventura County bus stops (lines 16 and 30X) are located within 
two miles of the proposed project. A bike lane on State Route 150 connects the existing Ojai Valley 
Trail to the new trailhead included under the proposed project (VCWPD, 2009).  Figure A.4-1 provides 
a map of the proposed project area.  
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A.5 PROJECT SITE ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 

The proposed project area is located within the boundaries of Ventura County’s Ojai Valley Area Plan. 
The Ojai Valley Area Plan is the detailed land use plan of Ventura County’s General Plan for the 
unincorporated area of Ojai and the Ventura River Valley (County of Ventura, 2005). The land use 
designation for the proposed project site is Open Space (OS [40 Acre Minimum]) (County of Ventura, 
2005).  

Other land use designations adjacent or in the vicinity of the proposed project include:  
• UR 1 – 2 (Urban Residential, 1-2 dwelling units per acre) to the north and southeast of the proposed 

parking area 
• RR 2 (Rural Residential, 2-5 acre min) to the west of the parking area and trail improvements 

(across the Ventura River) 
• RR 5 (Rural Residential, 5-10 acre min) to the southwest of the parking area (across the Ventura 

River and south of Baldwin Road) 
• UR 6 – 10 (Urban Residential, 6-10 dwelling units per acre) to the east of the proposed trail 

improvements 
• UR 2 – 4 (Urban Residential, 2-4 dwelling units per acre) to the east of the northern portion of the 

trail improvements 
• OS 80 (Open Space 80 acre min.) to the north of the northern most trail improvements 
• OS 20 (Open Space 20 acre min.) to the south of the proposed parking area 

General Land Use Policy 1 of the Ojai Valley Area Plan requires the zoning for any given parcel to be 
consistent with its respective General Plan land use designation; additionally, all zoning must be 
consistent with the County’s “Zoning Compatibility Matrix” (County of Ventura, 2005).  

A.6 LEAD AND PARTICIPATING AGENCIES NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

The Ventura County Watershed Protection District (VCWPD), the CEQA Lead Agency for the 
proposed project, would partner with the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC) and the Ventura 
County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD) to implement the proposed project. The VCWPD 
would finalize the design and construct the proposed parking areas and trailhead. The OVLC would 
assist with trail design and construction, conduct long-term maintenance, design and distribute trail 
guides, guide tours, and develop and host public education programs. The VCRCD would develop, 
coordinate, and distribute public outreach materials, assist with printing and distributing trail guides, 
assist with preparing newspaper/radio ads and interviews, brochures, web site postings, and conduct 
public meetings. Provided below is the contact information for the lead and participating agencies.  

Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009-1610 
 
Ventura County Resource Conservation District 
P.O. Box 147 
Somis, CA  93066 
 
The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy  
P. O. Box 1092  
Ojai, CA 93024  
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A.7 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A.7.1 Project Background 

Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project (MDERP). The proposed project would implement 
components of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project (MDERP), which is a watershed-level 
plan for the Ventura River watershed, and a collaborative effort led by the VCWPD and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). Members of the MDERP Steering Committee/Task Force and Project 
Management Team include the following: Bureau of Reclamation; National Park Service; National 
Marine Fisheries Service; U.S. Geologic Survey; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. Forest Service, 
Los Padres National Forest; Congressman Elton Gallegly; State Senator Jack O’Connell; State 
Assembly member Pedro Nava; CA Department of Fish and Game; Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board; CA Coastal Conservancy; CA Ocean Protection Council; National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation; Cities of San Buenaventura (Ventura), Oxnard, Port Hueneme, and Ojai; Casitas 
Municipal Water District; Matilija Coalition; Friends of the Ventura River; Surfrider Foundation; 
American Rivers; Ventura River Stream Team/Channel Keeper; California Trout; Fixing Stream 
Habitats Technical Assistance Program; Ventura County Wetlands Task Force; Ventura County Board 
of Supervisors (USACE, 2004). The purpose of the MDERP is to reestablish natural ecosystem 
functions and riverine processes that have been degraded as a result of the Matilija Dam.  

Successful completion of the MDERP would restore ecosystem habitat (terrestrial and aquatic) to the 
Ventura River and Matilija Creek, improve the natural hydrologic and sediment transport regimes to 
support coastal sand replenishment via the Ventura River, and enhance recreational use along the 
Ventura River and Matilija Creek in a way that is compatible with ecosystem restoration efforts. 
Recreation Plan goals of the MDERP include: increasing recreation opportunities; integrating the 
regional network of trails; enhancing recreation experiences with ecosystem restoration; and increasing 
public awareness and knowledge of natural resources. The proposed project includes the following 
recreational components that partially meet the Recreation Plan goals of the MDERP: new trailhead 
parking areas, trail enhancement, and public outreach.  

As noted above, the MDERP is a watershed-level plan with full implementation expected by 2020. The 
MDERP is the result of over five years of collaboration with local, state, and federal stakeholders and 
is co-sponsored by the USACE and the VCWPD. Primary components of the MDERP include the 
following: removal of the Matilija Dam; mechanical and natural sediment transport; stabilization of 
deposited sediments (i.e., soil cement revetment of channel walls); levee and bridge 
modifications; protection of existing water supply facilities (i.e., desilting basin to settle out fines 
prior to conveyance to Lake Casitas); groundwater wells at Foster Park to offset losses from 
interruption of surface water diversion; exotic and invasive species management (removal of giant 
reed, Arundo donax); and recreational trail improvements (USACE, 2004). Two components of the 
MDERP are located in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project, both located within the main 
channel of the Ventura River: giant reed removal and two potential sediment disposal sites referred to 
as BRDA (Baldwin Road Disposal Area) Sub-Sites 1 and 2. The giant reed removal activities are 
currently underway, and re-treatments will occur over the next five years to ensure eradication from the 
area.  

The MDERP has been supported through the State Water Resources Control Board through a $5 million 
Consolidated Grant for Giant Reed removal upstream of the proposed project area. However, only a 
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few of the aforementioned MDERP components have been previously funded and are being 
implemented, such as giant reed removal activities. No funding for other components of the MDERP is 
available for the current fiscal year. It will reasonably take years for other components of the MDERP 
to be implemented, including the dam removal and proposed levee and bridge modifications. Due to 
this timeframe, and the short construction duration (two months) of the proposed project, other 
components of the MDERP are not considered to be major contributors to the cumulative scenario. 

Proposition 50. Proposition 50 grant funding was received to implement the proposed project. The 
Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 50) was 
passed November 5, 2002, which authorized legislation to appropriate $100 million for the acquisition, 
restoration, protection and development of river parkways through a grant program. The grant 
guidelines for Proposition 50 (also known as River Parkway Projects) include statutory requirements in 
order for a project to be eligible for the grant program. In summary, River Parkway Projects must meet 
at least two of the following five statutory conditions:  

1) Provide compatible recreational opportunities including trails for strolling, hiking, bicycling, 
and equestrian uses along rivers and streams.  

2) Protect, improve, or restore riverine or riparian habitat, including benefits to wildlife habitat 
and water quality. 

3) Maintain or restore the open-space character of lands along rivers and streams so that they are 
compatible with periodic flooding as part of a flood management plan or project.  

4) Convert existing developed riverfront land into uses consistent with river parkways.  

5) Provide facilities to support or interpret river or stream restoration or other conservation 
activities.  

The proposed project fulfills the first two statutory conditions listed above. The second condition, 
stipulating restoration of riverine and riparian habitat, is being achieved by Giant Reed removal efforts 
in the project area. In addition, proposed River Parkway Projects must provide public access in order to 
be eligible for funding (CA Resources Agency, 2007).  

Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP). Recreation is an important objective of the 
IRWMP, which was prepared and adopted by the Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County (WCVC) in 
2006. The WCVC, which is a collaborative group of stakeholders with vested interests in the quality of 
Ventura County watersheds, implements the IRWMP, including approved objectives within the 
IRWMP. The approved Objective “D” for the Ventura River Watershed, as identified in the 2006 
IRWMP, is presented below. 

Provide compatible watershed-related recreational, public access, and educational opportunities. 
• Combine education with recreation to enhance public understanding 
• Provide public access as part of new projects 
• Enhance the public’s knowledge and awareness of water issues and involve them in the integrated 

regional water management process 
• Identify opportunities to provide public access and recreation when implementing new projects and 

programs 
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The proposed project would combine education with recreation, provide new public access, contribute 
to the public’s understanding of integrated watershed management, and enhance existing public access 
and recreation in the area, thus implementing all aspects of this approved objective of the 2006 
IRWMP. 

2005 Consolidated Plan and FY 2005-2006 Annual Plan. The County of Ventura prepared the 2005 
Consolidated Plan and FY 2005-2006 Annual Plan in May of 2005 in part to become eligible for 
Community Development Block Grant funds. The Urban County Entitlement Area addressed in the 
Plan includes the City of Ojai and unincorporated land in Ventura County. The proposed project occurs 
partially on County land just outside the City of Ojai. The Plan identifies a need for at least one project 
per year that is compatible with the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act and although the proposed 
project is not specifically listed in the Plan, it would meet objectives of the Plan by providing a 
trailhead with ADA parking and connection to approximately 1,500 linear feet of ADA-accessible trail. 

A.7.2 Project Objectives 

The proposed project would enhance and expand recreational resources and opportunities in the Ojai 
Valley area of unincorporated Ventura County. Objectives of the proposed project are described below. 

• Provide a new trailhead to the existing OVLC trails network. In addition, recreationists who 
use the new parking area may access the Ojai Valley Trail, located roughly 0.6 mile to the east, 
with 0.2 mile on Old Baldwin Road (no designated bicycle lane) and 0.4 mile on Baldwin Road 
(State Route 150), where an existing bicycle lane is provided along the shoulder.  

• Contribute to the Recreation Plan goals of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project 
(MDERP) through implementation of new trailhead parking areas, trail enhancement, and 
public outreach.  

• Meet the statutory requirements of Proposition 50 grant funding through the provision and 
enhancement of recreational opportunities along the Ventura River. 

• Contribute to the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) goal to provide 
compatible watershed-related recreational, public access, and educational opportunities. 

• Achieve the identified need in the Ventura County 2005 Consolidated Plan and FY 2005-2006 
Annual Plan to provide at least one project per year that is compatible with the Americans with 
Disabilities (ADA) Act through the provision of a trailhead with ADA parking and connection 
to approximately 1,500 linear feet of ADA-accessible trail. 

A.7.3 Project Benefits 

The primary recipients of project benefits include the residents of the cities of Ventura and Ojai, as well 
as unincorporated areas of Ventura County in the Ojai Valley. People who live outside of Ventura 
County would also benefit from use of the project components, including the new parking areas, 
trailhead, and trail improvements (see Section A.7.4 below for details) for hiking, bird watching, and 
equestrian activities. The proposed project would formalize the linkage between existing trails south of 
Matilija Dam, and Los Padres National Forest (LPNF) trails north of the dam. The proposed project 
area is currently utilized for recreational purposes on an informal basis, and recreationists commonly 
park along the side of Old Baldwin Road to access the existing OVSD maintenance road included as 
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part of the project. By formalizing this entry point to existing trails in the area, the proposed project 
would increase safety for recreationists who would otherwise park on the road, as well as other 
motorists on the road, by providing a formal parking and staging area.  

A.7.4 Proposed Project 

The proposed project would provide a new trailhead to an existing trails network maintained by the 
OVLC. Primary components of the proposed project, as shown in Figures A.7-1a, A.7-1b, and A.7-2, 
are described below.    

• Parking Areas and Trailhead. The proposed project includes construction of a new 
approximately 0.86-acre “rustic” parking area to accommodate the following four (4) different 
types of parking needs: equestrian trailers, buses, 23 passenger vehicles, and two (2) ADA-
compatible parking spaces. These parking areas would be located at the western terminus of 
Old Baldwin Road, roughly 0.25 mile southwest of its intersection with Baldwin Road (State 
Route 150). Old Baldwin Road is maintained by the County of Ventura Public Works Agency 
Transportation Department. Traffic along Old Baldwin Road is presently characterized by 
traffic between Baldwin Road and Ojai Valley Organics Recycling Center (OVORC). Daily 
truck trips associated with the OVORC are approximately 5 to 10 during the fall and winter, 
and 20 to 30 in the spring and summer, in addition to approximately 3 to 4 daily vehicle trips 
made by employees accessing the OVORC (VCWPD, 2010). Access to the OVORC would be 
maintained during project construction, operation, and maintenance.   

Anticipated average daily use of the new parking areas on weekends would be approximately 5 
equestrian trailers or buses and 12 to 15 vehicles, while weekday average usage would be 
approximately 2 to 3 equestrian trailers or buses and 10 passenger vehicles. The VCWPD shall 
post signs at the parking area and trailhead requesting users to keep noise levels to a minimum. 
These signs would also explicitly state that smoking and camp fires are prohibited. Additional 
description of the parking needs provided by the new parking areas are provided below.  

• ADA-Compatible Parking. Wood post and rail fencing would be constructed on either side of Old 
Baldwin Road, heading into the new parking areas. The two (2) new ADA-compatible parking 
spaces would be located on the north side of Old Baldwin Road, adjacent to the east of the new 
connector trail (see description below). The two ADA parking spaces would be paved, with recycled 
plastic wheel-stops. A paved ADA-accessible trail (see description below) would connect directly to 
the parking spaces, running adjacent to the connector trail. A trash box, dog waste bag dispenser, 
and informational kiosk (see description below) would be located next to the ADA parking spaces.    

• Passenger Vehicle Parking. Continuing along Old Baldwin Road to the west of the ADA parking 
spaces, head-in parking spaces for 23 passenger vehicles would be situated on both sides of the road, 
approximately 9 spaces to the south and 14 spaces to the north. All parking spaces would be 
separated from the road by a 5-foot-wide shoulder that would also be improved with aggregate 
material base. Improved shoulders would connect all parking areas to the trailhead so that 
pedestrians can walk safely on the shoulder from their vehicle to the trailhead. West of the passenger 
vehicle parking spaces on both sides of the road, decorative boulders would be placed along the 
shoulder.  

• Equestrian/Bus Parking. The equestrian/bus parking and staging area would be situated west of the 
passenger vehicle parking spaces on the south side of Old Baldwin Road. An approximate 60-foot 
outside turning radius would be provided to accommodate large equestrian trucks/trailers entering 
this area. An access ramp would be provided from the south, connecting to the southeastern portion 
of the equestrian/bus parking area, with two steel posts and chain installed where the access ramp 
meets the parking area. Primary access to this parking area would be provided via one-way 
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concreted ingress and egress areas, the entry located at the far western end of the project area on Old 
Baldwin Road, and the exit located adjacent and west of the passenger vehicle spaces. Equestrian 
entry and exit signs would be provided. An Equestrian Ahead Sign (W11-7) and Arrow (W16-7p), 
or equivalent, would be installed at the proposed equestrian crossing on Old Baldwin Road. An 
“equestrian crossing” sign would be provided on Old Baldwin Road.    

 
This parking area is intended to be “rustic” in nature and would be surfaced with a 4-inch base 
of aggregate material and not paved. Metal pipe fencing would be used to mark the northern 
border of the equestrian/bus parking area, with decorative boulders to the west, existing fencing 
to the southwest, boulders to the south, and wood post and rail fencing to the east. Four (4) 
sections of metal pipe tie rails would be provided within the equestrian/bus parking area for 
horse hitching. Signage in the equestrian parking/staging area would include guidance that 
equestrian recreationists remove horse manure from the parking/staging area and dispose of it 
in the waste bins provided. A connector trail (see description below) would provide access for 
equestrian use and recreationists on-foot from the western portion of the equestrian/bus parking 
area, around vehicle parking spaces on the south side of Old Baldwin Road, across the road, 
past the ADA parking spaces and informational kiosk, connecting with the existing OVSD 
unpaved maintenance road, which will not be improved under this project, and will provide 
access to new and improved trails in the OVLC trails network.  

• Interpretive Kiosk. An interpretive kiosk would be located between the connector trail (see 
below) and the ADA parking spaces, northeast of Old Baldwin Road and the connector trail. 
Information about the trails, trail safety, cultural resources, and natural resources would be 
displayed at the kiosk. Trail guides with maps and wildlife identification would also be 
available. The interpretive kiosk would include a dog waste bag dispenser and a wooden 
trash/recycling bin that would be emptied weekly by OVLC, with solid waste transported to Del 
Norte in Oxnard for sorting and then to the Simi Valley Landfill for disposal by Consolidated 
Disposal (VCWPD, 2010). 

• Trail Improvements. Trail improvements and expansion under the proposed project include the 
construction of a connector trail between the parking areas and an existing unimproved OVSD 
maintenance road, construction of an ADA-compatible trail adjacent to the existing unimproved 
OVSD maintenance road, and improvements to existing sections of OVLC trails. Each of these 
components is described in further detail below.   

• Connector Trail. A connector trail would be installed to provide access between the parking areas 
and the existing OVSD maintenance road, which would remain unimproved under the proposed 
project. The connector trail would be approximately 341 feet long, including the following: 210 feet 
of a 6-foot-wide earthen trail from the parking areas to the south side of Old Baldwin Road; 21 feet 
of 6-foot-wide concrete driveway approach (equestrian crossing) across Old Baldwin Road; and 110 
feet of 6-foot-wide earthen trail from the north side of Old Baldwin Road to the existing, unimproved 
OVSD maintenance road. An equestrian step-over would be installed on each side of Old Baldwin 
Road and an Equestrian Ahead Sign (W11-7) and Arrow (W16-7p), or equivalent, would be installed 
on Old Baldwin Road at the equestrian crossing. Signage along this connector trail includes an 
“Equestrian Area Rules of Use” sign at the exit to the parking areas, and a trail marker near the exit 
to the parking areas, near the ADA-compatible parking spaces north of Old Baldwin Road (see 
below), and at the connection with the existing OVSD unimproved maintenance road, which would 
provide access for non-ADA recreationists along approximately 900 feet of existing road (to remain 
unimproved), connecting with existing OVLC trails (which would be improved as part of the project, 
as described below).      
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• ADA-Compatible Trail. A wheelchair-accessible sidewalk would be constructed between the ADA 
parking spaces and the existing OVSD maintenance road, and adjacent to the south of the OVSD 
road to provide approximately 1,500 feet of 4-foot-wide ADA-accessible trail. A 5-foot by 5-foot (25 
square feet) landing would be included approximately every 200 feet along the ADA trail, providing 
wheelchair recreationists seven areas to turn around, as needed. 

• OVLC Trail Improvements. Approximately 2.38 miles of existing informal trails within the OVLC 
trails network would be improved through widening, adding signage, and trimming of vegetation. 
The maximum trail width would be five feet, to accommodate multiple uses, including hiking, 
bicycling, and equestrian recreation. New sections of trail would be constructed on the existing 
natural surface, with no use of artificial materials and with minimal imported materials.  

Construction 

The Uniform Building Code and the California Building Code (CBC) would be followed to the extent 
feasible for creating the “rustic” trailhead parking areas, and the Transportation Code would be 
followed for design of the equestrian crossing.  USDA Forest Service Outdoor Recreation and Trails 
Accessibility Guidelines would be consulted for design of all recreational components.  Creation of the 
ADA parking spaces, the kiosk area, and the trail segment that would be ADA accessible would follow 
the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and applicable portions of the 
CBC, as detailed in Table A.7-1 below. 

Table A.7-1. Codes and Guidelines for ADA Project Components 

Component Code/Guideline Description 
Entrance Sign CBC 1129B.4 A warning sign regarding the penalty for unauthorized use of designated disabled parking 

spaces is posted conspicuously at EACH entrance to the off-street parking facilities or; A 
warning sign regarding the penalty for unauthorized use of designated disabled parking 
spaces is posted immediately adjacent to and visible from EACH accessible parking stall 
or space. 

Parking Spaces  
 

CBC 1129B.3, 
CBC 1129B.4 
CBC 1129B.3.1 
ADAAG 4.6.4 
CBC 1129B.3.3 
CBC 1129B.3.4 
ADAAG 4.6.3 

One to 25 total vehicle parking spaces requires a minimum of one Van Accessible Parking 
Space.  Since a double parking space design including a Van Accessible space is 
proposed, each space shall measure a minimum 9’ wide with a minimum 8’ wide access 
aisle located between the spaces.  All measurements will be center-line to center-line.  
The minimum depth of both stalls will be 18’.  Accessible parking spaces are located such 
that they do not compel users to travel behind parked cars other than their own. When 
necessary, a parking bumper or curb is provided to prevent encroachment of cars over the 
required width of walkways. Surface of the parking spaces and access aisle does not 
exceed 1:50 gradient (2%) in any direction. 

Parking Signs CBC 1129B.4.6 Each parking space reserved for persons with disabilities shall be identified by a 
reflectorized sign permanently posted immediately adjacent to and visible from each stall 
or space, consisting of a profile view of the ISA in white on a dark blue background.  Such 
signs may also be centered on a wall (fence) at the interior end of the parking space. 

ADA Trail CBC1102B 
ADAAG 3.5 
CBC 1133B.7.3 
ADAAG 4.5.2 
ADAAG 4.3.7 
CBC 1133B.7.1 
ADAAG 4.3.3 
CBC 1133B.7.6 

A surfaced pedestrian way not located contiguous to a street used by the public (as 
differentiated from the definition of a “sidewalk.”) An exterior pathway with a prepared 
surface intended for pedestrian use, including general pedestrian areas such as plazas 
and courts. Continuous common surface is not interrupted by step or abrupt changes in 
level (1/4” vertical or ½” beveled at 1:2). Slope in the direction travel does not exceed 1:20 
gradient (5%). Cross slope does not exceed 1:50 gradient (2%). Walkways maintain a 
minimum width of 48”. Walks with continuous gradients have level areas at least 5’ in 
length at intervals of 400’ maximum. Any obstruction that overhangs a pedestrian’s way is 
a minimum of 80” above the walking surface (measured from bottom of the obstruction). 
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Component Code/Guideline Description 
CBC 1133B.8.2 
 ADAAG 4.4.2 

Kiosk Area CBC1118B.4.1 
ADAAG 4.2.4.2 
CBC1118B.4.2 
CBC1118B.6 
ADAAG 4.2.6 

A 30” x 48” clear floor space for parallel approach is provided at the object. One full-
unobstructed side of the clear floor space adjoins or overlaps an accessible route or 
adjoins another wheelchair clear floor space. Clear floor space begins a maximum of 10” 
from the wall. Maximum 54” reach height from the floor surface. Minimum 9” low reach 
height from the floor surface. 

Construction of the trailhead and parking areas would take approximately two (2) months to complete 
and is currently scheduled to occur between October 2010 and November 2010. Trail work is 
anticipated to take approximately two (2) months to complete and would occur concurrently with 
construction of the parking areas and trailhead. Table A.7-2, provided below, describes the construction 
activities, equipment, and duration. 

Table A.7-2. Construction Activities, Equipment, and Duration 

Activity Equipment Duration 
Clearing and Grubbing • 1 Grader 

• 1 Chainsaw 
1 week 

Grading and Earth Work • 1 Grader 
• 1 Backhoe 
• 1 Water Truck 

 3 weeks 

Fencing and Boulder Row • 1 Backhoe 
• 1 Post Hole Digger (gas powered) 

 1 week 

Surface Treatment • 1 Dump Truck 
• 1 Compaction Roller 
• 1 Cement Truck 
• 1 Water Truck 

 2 weeks 

Amenities (kiosk, signage, trash 
containers) 

• 1 Post Hole Digger (gas powered) 
• 1 Pickup Truck 

1 week 

Trail Improvements (grading, trimming, 
signage) 

• 1 Grader 
• 1 Trimmer (gas powered) 
• 1 Post Hole Digger (gas powered) 

8 weeks (concurrently with other 
activities) 

During the construction period, one operator would be required for each piece of equipment specified in 
the table above and one overall construction foreman. Construction would occur over approximately 
two (2) months, with clearing/grubbing, earth work/grading, fencing/boulders, surface treatment, and 
amenities implemented sequentially, and trail improvements occurring simultaneously with other 
activities. Construction hours would be 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. During the 
two-month construction period, peak daily truck trips would be ten (10), average daily truck trips would 
be three (3), and average daily worker employee trips would be five (5). 

Construction would begin with clearing and grubbing of existing sparse vegetation within the proposed 
parking areas, along the proposed connector trails, and along the eastern shoulder of the existing OVSD 
access road for the 1,500 linear foot ADA-accessible trail.  Since a majority of the parking and 
trailhead area has been previously disturbed and supports minimal vegetation, clearing and grubbing is 
expected to require less than one week to complete.  The next activity would be grading and earth work 
which would require the use of a grader, a back hoe, and a water truck during an approximately three-
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week period.  Grading of the parking areas, connector trails, and ADA-accessible trail would consist of 
scraping to remove bumps and fill minor depressions.  Construction of the connector trail west of Old 
Baldwin Road would require additional grading to cut through an existing 5-foot high earthen berm to 
connect with the existing OVSD access road on the other side. 

The estimated area of grading disturbance for the parking areas and connector trails is approximately 
0.9 acre.  Smoothing and leveling of the existing 2.38 miles of OVLC trails would encompass an area 
of approximately 1.45 acres.  No ground disturbance will occur in any flow channels of the Ventura 
River. Table A.7-3 below details each of the proposed project components and their associated footprint 
of disturbance. 

Table A.7-3. Estimated Land Disturbance 

Project Component Area of Disturbance 
Parking area east of Old Baldwin Road 0.73 acre 
Parking area west of Old Baldwin Road 0.13 acre 

Trail connector from parking area 0.14 acre 

Trail improvements 1.52 acres 

Subtotal on County property 1 acre 

Subtotal on OVLC property 1.52 acres 

Total 2.52 acres 

Following the completion of site grading, wood post and rail fencing would be erected around the 
parking areas and edging boulders would be placed as designated on the site plan.  Digging of fencing 
post holes would be to a depth of approximately 1.5 to 2 feet using a gas-powered post hole digger.  
Fence posts would be secured in place with concrete that is mixed and poured on site using a portable 
concrete mixer. 

Surface treatment would be the next construction phase.  The connector trails would be constructed on 
the existing natural surface, utilizing primarily native on site materials to define the trails after 
smoothing.   The equestrian and vehicle parking areas would be covered with aggregate material base 
(2 – 4 inches) to reduce dust and protect against erosion.  The two ADA parking spaces would be 
constructed of asphalt concrete paving and the equestrian road crossing and the entrance and exit aprons 
would be surfaced with 6-inch concrete. The ADA-accessible trail would be prepared with asphalt 
concrete to provide a firm and stable surface from the ADA parking spaces past the kiosk area and 
along 1,500 feet of scenic trail to a circular turn-around.  Surface treatment would require one dump 
truck, one cement truck, one compaction roller, one water truck, and would require approximately two 
weeks to complete.   

Installation of project amenities (kiosk, signage, tie rails, dog waste bag dispenser, and trash containers) 
would occur last.  It is expected that installation of these amenities would be accomplished during a 
one-week time period utilizing equipment such as a pickup truck, a gas-powered post hole digger, and a 
portable concrete mixer.  

As stated previously, improvements along the existing 2.38 miles of OVLC trails are anticipated to take 
approximately two (2) months to complete and would occur concurrently with construction of the 
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parking areas and trailhead.  Some minor vegetation removal may be required along the trail edges and 
would be accomplished using a hand-held trimmer.  A small grader would be utilized for smoothing of 
the trails where needed.  In addition, several trail marker signs would be installed at intervals along the 
trail network using a post hole digger and hand-mixed cement.  These trail improvements would be 
accomplished by OVLC staff and volunteers. 

Trailhead development and trail work may include recycled products. These materials may contain 
mulch made from giant reed, railroad ties and recycled wood, recycled paper for brochures and maps, 
recycled plastic wheelstops for the ADA parking spaces, recycled steel for sign and signposts, and/or 
post-consumer recycled trash. No recycled or reclaimed water would be used. 

Water for soil compaction and dust suppression during construction would be supplied by an existing 
fire hydrant located on Old Baldwin Road.  It is estimated that approximately 1/16 inch of water 
coverage per acre per day would be required, totaling approximately 225 cubic feet per day (1,401 
gallons/day).  Assuming 30 days of construction when water would be needed, total water requirement 
would be approximately 6,750 cubic feet (42,030 gallons). A standard 2,000 gallon water truck would 
be used on site. 

Operations and Maintenance 

OVLC would be responsible for the long-term management and maintenance of the trails, trailhead, and 
parking areas. Regular inspections would be conducted by OVLC staff and volunteers. Minimal 
maintenance of the parking areas would be required because the proposed asphalt and aggregate surface 
reduces potential rutting.  OVLC would be responsible for trash pickup, removal of horse manure from 
the staging/parking area, restocking of dog waste bag dispensers and map/brochure containers, 
maintaining signage, conducting periodic fence repairs (as needed), minor grading (to fix ruts), and 
restoring the site from any damage caused by vandalism, graffiti, and/or illegal dumping. Trail 
maintenance would include minimal brush and weed removal. Brush and non-noxious weeds that are 
removed would be cut up and scattered nearby on site, following U.S. Forest Service Guidelines which 
suggest that material remain on site. It is estimated that one OVLC staff member would visit the site 
daily, requiring an average of ½ hour per day for routine maintenance of the trailhead and parking 
area. 

OVLC would expand its docent-led hikes to include activities originating at the new trailhead. In 
addition, OVLC staff would organize a series of educational sessions (up to four per year) focusing on 
topics including wildflowers, wildlife, geology, and cultural heritage. These sessions would be open to 
the public and would occur during normal operating hours. In addition, existing equestrian guidelines 
for the OVLC trail system would apply to trail improvements included under the proposed project. 
These guidelines encourage recreationists to stay on designated trails, use caution during wet or muddy 
conditions, keep dogs on leashes, make an effort to keep recreational facilities clean and in good 
condition, and share trails with multiple recreational users, yielding to different types of recreationists 
(equestrian / cyclists / hikers) as necessary.  

Operating hours would be “dawn to dusk” as posted on signs at the entrance to the parking area and on 
the trailhead kiosk. The equestrian trailer/bus parking area may be closed during inclement weather to 
minimize rutting damage and spread of mud. Welcome signs posted on OVLC lands would provide 
additional guidance to maintaining the trails in good conditions, and would include a contact phone 
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number and email address for communication of any concerns or questions. An existing entrance gate 
located on Old Baldwin Road near the Ventura River County Water District Office would remain in 
place but would be left in an open position to allow access to the parking area and trailhead during 
operating hours. This gate would be closed and locked at sunset by the OVLC, and unlocked in the 
morning by the OVORC. A second gate, located on Old Baldwin Road near the OVORC, would be 
locked by OVORC at facility closing (4:30 p.m.) and opened in the morning (7:30 a.m.) in order to 
provide security to this facility. There would be no active patrolling after hours for monitoring 
compliance with trailhead/parking area hours by OVLC staff or local sheriffs.  However, the proposed 
parking area is visible from State Route 150, which would help with surveillance of the site during 
routine patrols.  

A.8 SURROUNDING LAND USES AND SETTING 

The proposed project is located within the Ojai Valley, which is approximately 12 miles north (inland) 
of the City of Ventura. Land uses are predominantly semi-rural and rural in nature, including 
agriculture, single-family residential homes, and private institutions. Lake Casitas and the Lake Casitas 
Recreation Area are located within approximately 2.5 mile southwest of the proposed project’s parking 
area. The OVLC Ventura River Rancho El Nido Preserve, the OVLC Trail Network, and the Los 
Padres National Forest are located to the north and northwest of the proposed project. The community 
of Meiners Oaks is located to the northeast, the community of Mira Monte is to the east, and the City 
of Ojai is also located to the east.  

Residential developments largely dominated by single-family homes are located along the eastern bank 
of the Ventura River in the vicinity of the proposed project. The closest residences to the proposed 
parking areas are located along the west side of Old Baldwin Road between the intersection with 
Baldwin Road (State Route 150) and the entrance to the OVORC. Also located in this area is an office 
building for the Ventura River County Water District, part of the Ventura County Special Districts 
Association (409 Old Baldwin Road). These land uses would also be located near the proposed trail 
improvements, as well as residences situated along Moreno Drive, between Camille Drive (northern-
most) and Alviria Drive (southern-most). Just south of Alviria Drive are two mobile home parks 
(Golden Oaks - 1273 S. Rice Road and El Sereno Estates - 1225 S. Rice Road). Part of the ADA-
compatible The proposed trail upgrades (non-ADA) would be located adjacent to and west of the mobile 
home development. for approximately 0.14 mile. Existing trees and some thick vegetation provide a 
buffer between the proposed trail and the mobile homes. 

On the western bank of the Ventura River, on the opposite side of the channel from the proposed 
project alignment is a residential area characterized by large homes. The nearest homes to the proposed 
trail are situated along Linda Flora Drive, MacDonald Drive, and Cooper Canyon Road, and are 
located between approximately 0.25 and 0.4 mile from the proposed trail alignment.   

Baldwin Road (State Route 150) is located to the south and east of the proposed project area, with 
undeveloped open space south and east of the roadway. Several modular buildings and equestrian facilities 
(including a large arena/corral) are located southeast of the proposed project area, on a bluff above the 
open space area south of Baldwin Road. The former Honor Farm Sheriff’s Facility, which is now 
converted to County and other business offices, is located to the east of these facilities, situated 
approximately in the southwest corner of the intersection of Baldwin Road (to the north) and Rice Road (to 
the east).  
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HELP of Ojai, a non-profit organization that assists members of the Ojai Valley, maintains facilities at 
the Baldwin Road West Campus, within 0.25 mile of the proposed project. HELP of Ojai secured a 
lease with the County of Ventura for use of the Baldwin Road West Campus in 2006, in order to 
expand existing programs and develop new programs (HELP of Ojai, 2009).    

Along Old Baldwin Road, which provides access to the proposed parking areas, two existing access 
gates are in place and maintained by the OVORC. One gate is north of the project area, and must be 
open to allow access to the project site. Current hours of operation are posted as Monday through 
Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. As part of the proposed project, 
this gate would remain in place but be left in an open position to maintain access to the parking areas 
and trailhead during the project’s dawn to dusk operating hours. The other gate to the OVORC located 
farther down Old Baldwin Road, south of the proposed parking areas, would be used instead of the first 
gate to limit access to the OVORC.  

An Ojai Valley Sanitation District sewer facility is located across the street from the new parking area, 
with public access restricted by fencing surrounding the facility. The facility includes two underground 
sewer trunk lines, as well as a siphon that transports sewage under the river. One 15” sewer trunk line 
bisects the proposed parking areas area to connect to the OVSD facility, and a 10” sewer trunk line 
runs along the existing OVSD access road, which would be utilized as part of the trail between the 
proposed project’s parking area and trailhead.   

Utility poles and infrastructure, which include telephone and electricity, are located along both sides of 
Old Baldwin Road in the vicinity of the proposed parking areas. Ventura County General Services 
Agency (GSA) maintains Old Baldwin Road. The only current users of this portion of roadway include 
those accessing the OVORC. The current condition of this road is poor, with several potholes being 
located along the segment between the first OVORC entrance gate and the proposed parking areas. 

The County property where the equestrian trailer/bus parking area would be located is currently on a 
month-to-month lease to Ventura Hay. Hay stacks and related equipment are currently stored on the 
site. A ninety-day notice would be issued by the County to Ventura Hay to vacate them from the 
property to implement the proposed project. 

A.9 OTHER AGENCY APPROVALS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED 
 
• Ventura County Environmental Health Division.  The Ventura County Environmental Health Division is 

responsible for ensuring conformance with State laws and County ordinances pertaining to the protection of 
public health, including programs related to food protection, hazardous materials, hazardous waste, individual 
sewage disposal systems, land use, medical waste, ocean water quality monitoring, recreational health, solid 
waste, underground fuel tanks, and vector control. Prior to the start of construction the VCWPD would 
contact the Ventura County Environmental Health Division to establish if any type of permit or approval is 
required, and would acquire the permit if needed. 
 

• Ventura County Transportation Department.  Approval may be required from the Ventura County Public 
Works Agency, Transportation Department, if project activities require any temporary lane or road closures, 
or other temporary traffic diversions, on County roads. Prior to the start of construction the VCWPD would 
coordinate with the Ventura County Transportation Department to determine if a permit is required, and 
would acquire the permit if needed. 


