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April 22,2010

Joe Yun, Staff Environmental Scientist
Chief, IRWM Planning Grant Section

Dear Mr. Yun:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Guidelines and PSPs for
Proposition 84 and 1E IRWM Grant Programs. The Guidelines and PSPs
are well written and comprehensive. We recognize that preparation of
these documents represents a significant effort and that DWR is committed
to getting these funds out as quickly as possible.

We have a few specific comments and questions regarding the Planning and
Implementation Grants, as follows:

Planning Grant

Comments:

o We believe the cost share (match) is too high. We recommend a 25%
match to encourage more widespread participation in IRWM planning.

e The cap on grants should be lower than $1 million — to allow more
agencies to receive planning grants. The $500,000 limit per region set
in Prop. 50 is more reasonable.

e The proposed schedule for the Planning Grant application as it relates
to the Implementation Grant application is unrealistic. We would like
to request at least six weeks for preparation of the Planning Grant
application.

Questions:

e Regarding the funding match, if a region wants to provide a match that
is a combination of direct funding contributions and in-kind services,
what specific expenditures would qualify for an in-kind match? Does
agency over-head or indirect costs count? Please clarify this. Please
also clarify what counts as “donated services.” Does this mean the
value of time and benefits of those participating in the stakeholder
process?

e Regarding eligible project types for the Planning Grant — can you
specify additional types of studies and focused analysis that would
qualify, in addition to those listed? We assume this refers to studies
that contribute directly to the development of elements of the plan
itself.

o Will preference be given to applications for Planning Grants that exceed
the funding match required?

e Is it possible for one region to apply for, and receive, two planning
grants as long as the total of the two grants does not exceed the cap?
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IMPLEMENTATION GRANT
Comments:

e The proposed schedule for the Implementation Grant application as it relates to the
Planning Grant application is unrealistic. We strongly urge you to allow at least 14-16
weeks for preparation of the Implementation Grant application.

e Based on our experience with Proposition 50, the economic analysis required in the
Implementation Grant PSP is very technical and challenging, as well as time consuming.
We respectfully request technical assistance from DWR, in the form of a workshop and/or
electronic tools to guide regions in this part of the application process.

o We would like to see a second round of Implementation Grants within 6 months to a year
of the first round, rather than waiting for two years for the next round.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Aue. Hhughes!

Sue Hughes
Chair



